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SUBJECT: SUAREZ TRIP TO MOROCCO 

REF: RABAT 3741 (NOTAL) 

1 . THE SPANISH FOREIGN MINISTRY CONFIRMED PUBLICLY 
JUNE 23 THAT PRIME MINISTER ADOLFO SUAREZ WILL MAKE 
A 24-HOUR VISIT TO MOROCCO JUNE 26-27. (HE MUST RETURN 
TO MADRID TO RECEIVE VISITING FRENCH PRESIDENT GISCARD 
D'ESTAING, WHO ARRIVES JUNE 28.) WHILE THE OFFICIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT WENT INTO NO DETAILS, MADRID NEWSPAPERS 
QUOTED OFFICIAL MOROCCAN SOURCES (REPORTED FROM RABAT 
BY THE SPANISH NEWS AGENCY EFE) AS DECLARING THE 

VISIT WOULD BE "A VERY IMPORTANT EVENT" IN MOROCCAN- 
SPANISH RELATIONS, AND IDENTIFIED THE OAU/CANARIES ISSUE, 

THE SAHARA, AND FISHING PROBLEMS AS THE TOPICS TO BE 
TREATED. SOME PAPERS ASSERTED THAT OFFICIAL SPANISH 
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CONFIRMATION OF THE TRIP WAS DELAYED PENDING THE POSSIBLE 
FIRMING UP OF A SUAREZ MEETING WITH ALGERIAN PRESIDENT 
BOUMEDIENE, IN LINE WITH THE GOS FORMAL POLICY OF SEEKING 
TO PRESERVE SOME SEMBLANCE OF BALANCE IN ITS RELATIONS 
WITH THE TWO NORTH AFRICAN NEIGHBORS. 

2. THE MFA'S ACTING CHIEF FOR AFRICA AND CONTINENTAL 
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ASIA (URIARTE) CONFIRMED TO US THAT SUAREZ WAS 
TRAVELLING TO RABAT WITH A BROAD AGENDA. BILATERAL 
RELATIONS ARE IN GOOD SHAPE, URIARTE NOTED, AND THE 
RANGE OF TOPICS CONSIDERABLE. HE SHIED FROM CITING 
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES FOR THE TRIP, HOWEVER, EXPRESSING 
CONCERN OVER PRESS SPECULATION THAT SUAREZ MIGHT BE 
HATCHING SOME SORT OF DIPLOMATIC SPECTACULAR. AS FOR 
THE POSSIBILITY OF A SI IARF.Z-BOI JMF.DIENF. MEETING, URIARTE 
SAID ONE WAS PROJECTED, BUT NO DATE HAD YET BEEN SET. 

3. COMMENT: ONE OBVIOUS DIFFICULTY WITH SETTING A 
DATE IS OF COURSE THE PROXIMITY OF THE OAU SUMMIT IN 
KHARTOUM AND ITS CONSIDERATION OF THE CANARIES ISSUE. 
WHETHER SUCH A MEETING WERE BETTER HELD BEFORE OR AFTER 
KHARTOUM WOULD LARGELY DEPEND ON WHETHER ALGERIA 
WAS PREPARED TO EASE OFF ITS SUPPORT OF THE CANARIES 
INDEPENDENCE GROUP MPAIAC, A QUESTION REGARDING WHICH 
GOS OFFICIALS CONTINUE TO EXPRESS RESIGNATION WITHOUT 
ENTIRELY GIVING UP HOPE. 

4. IN THE MEANTIME, SUAREZ WILL CERTAINLY HAVE ENOUGH 
TO TALK ABOUT IN RABAT, WITH THE MOST URGENT TOPIC 
BEING THE CANARIES ISSUE. ACCORDING TO SPANISH PRESS 
REPORTS, THE OAU LIBERATION COMMITTEE MEETING IN DAR 
ES SALAAM HAS JUST REAFFIRMED ITS POSITION THAT THE 
CANARIES ARE AFRICAN AND SHOULD BE DECOLONIZED. WHILE 
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THE ACTION CAME AS NO SURPRISE TO SPANISH OFFICIALS, 

IT CAN ONLY REINFORCE THEIR DETERMINATION TO LEAVE NO 
DIPLOMATIC STONE UNTURNED AS THEY LOOK TOWARD KHARTOUM. 
WITH THE GOS STILT. WORRIED THAT SUPPORT FOR CANARIES 
INDEPENDENCE WILL SOMEHOW SLIDE THROUGH DESPITE WIDE- 
SPREAD AFRICAN INDIFFERENCE TO THE ISSUE, SUAREZ WILL 
BE LOOKING FOR GOM REASSURANCES THAT IT WILL WORK 
ACTIVELY IN KHARTOUM TO BLOCK OR SIDETRACK CONSIDERATION 
OF THE CANARIES QUESTION. 

5. THE SAHARA SHOULD TAKE UP LESS OF THE BRIEF VISIT’S 
TIME, SINCE MOROCCAN-SPANISH DIFFERENCES IN THIS REGARD 
APPEAR NEITHER TO REQUIRE TREATMENT NOR TO BE SUSCEPTIBLE 
OF EARLY RESOLUTION. WHILE THE GOM MAY SEEK TO 
STRENGTHEN ITS CLAIM OF SOVEREIGNTY OVER ITS PORTION 

OF THE TERRITORY, SPAIN IS MOST UNLIKELY TO CEDE ITS 
POSITION ON THE POINT (THAT IT TRANSFERRED ADMINISTERING 
RESPONSIBILITY, NO SOVERIGNTY). AS FOR THE ONGOING 
SPANISH EMBARGO ON NEW COMMITMENTS FOR ARMS SHIPMENTS 
TO COUNTRIES INVOLVED IN THE CONFLICT, ONE SPANISH 
OFFICIAL NOTED TO US RECENTLY THAT IT WAS "PEANUTS," 
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HAVING NO SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON MOROCCAN MILITARY 
CAPABILITIES. 

6. THE PRESS MENTION OF FISHING DIFFICULTIES REFERS TO 
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THE PROBLEMS SPANISH FISHING VESSELS HAVE CONTINUED TO 
ENCOUNTER IN THE SAHARA AREA. THE CREW OF ONE SHIP. 

SEIZED BY THE POLISARIO LAST APRIL, REMAINS IN THE 
INSURGENTS' HANDS, AND MORE RECENTLY A SPANISH FISHING 
BOAT WAS SITED ON FROM A RUBBER BOAT IN WATERS NEAR 
THE SAHARA. IT ESCAPED WITHOUT INJURY, BUT THE NEWS 
OF THE INCIDENT STIRRED FURTHER UNEASE IN SPANISH 
FISHING SECTORS. 

7. THE BIG QUESTION MARK HANGS OVER THE CEUTA AND 
MELILLA ISSUE, REGARDING WHICH THE OFFICIAL SPANISH 
POSITION OF THE ENCLAVES. UNDENIABLE AND UNTOUCHABLE 
SPANISHNESS IS OCCASIONALLY UNDERCUT BY FRANK RECOGNITION, 
GUARDED AND PRIVATE, OF THEIR RELATION TO THE GIBRALTAR 
PROBLEM. WITH SOLUTION OF THAT TROBLEM OBVIOUSLY A LONG 
WAY OFF AT BEST, THE GOS HAS PREFERRED TO GO ALONG WITH 
THE APPARENT MOROCCAN DISSOSITION TO LET THE MATTER 
LIE DORMANT (REFTEL). THERE ARE RECURRING SPANISH 
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EXPRESSIONS OF RESENTMENT, HOWEVER, ABOUT THE EASY DIP 
LOMATIC PRESSURE POINT WHICHTHE EXISTENCE OF THE 
ENCLAVES GIVES TO MOROCCO, AND SPAIN WOULD CERTAINLY 
WELCOME A WAY OUT OF THE FIX IF ONE COULD BE DEVISED. 

8. IN SUM, IT IS A FULL PLATE FOR A SHORT VISIT, AND 
IT IS ALSO COMPLICATED: SUAREZ MAY WELL FEEL CAUGHT 
BETWEEN THE DESIRE FOR AN APPARENT DIPLOMATIC TRIUMPH 
ON THE ONE HAND, AND ON THE OTHER A FELT NEED TO KEEP 
THE LINES OPEN TO ALGERIA. EATON 
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